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A Message from the Superintendent 
 

We’ve come a long way together this year. 

Hard to believe we 

are approaching the 

holiday season, 

which is traditionally 

a time to really enjoy 

time together with 

family and friends.  
 

I just want to take 

this opportunity to 

say “Thank you” to 

each and every  

member of our team 

for your continued  

efforts and dedication to the health, safety 

and well-being of the children entrusted to 

our care. Time and time again, you have  

exceeded expectations in meeting the needs 

of our students and families. Although 2020 

has been a difficult year for all of us, and 

even though some of the traditional events 

and activities we’ve always enjoyed are not 

available this year, I am proud to say that 

our DCPS team continues to demonstrate a 

“Kids First” spirit. I am proud of you. 

Happy Halloween!

Matt Robbins

Send news to grapevine@dcps.org



Celebrating Our DCPS Kids First Heroes

Submitted by Dane Ferguson 

Burns Middle School 
 

Thank you to the food services professionals from across 

the district who stepped up and stepped in to fill a need at 

Burns Middle School recently! Under the leadership of 

food services director Connie Beth Fillman, members of 

the BMS Fox Family were well fed and cared for while 

also witnessing a great example of teamwork. This is how 

we are Better Together – #teamDCPS! 

Submitted by Kevin Lowe 

Meadow Lands Elementary School 
 

My spirit is lifted each day when I see our virtual  

teachers. Right now our virtual teachers are what I would 

describe as “hidden heroes.” Throughout this tumultuous 

time, they have been like glowing candles in a dark cave. 

Many times, they are hidden in the back rooms of the 

school all day long, juggling multiple screens,  

computers, projectors and document cameras, just like a 

live television station with a full (if not overfull) caseload 

with sometimes up to 33 students! They, like all  

educators, are tired and ready for the normal to return. 

However, when the “go live” button is pushed, they  

become alive with enthusiasm. They have to because they 

aren’t just teaching the students in the classroom, they are 

also having to engage students from their homes, from the 

students’ breakfast tables, couches, bedrooms, and all 

over homes throughout Daviess County. These teachers 

not only teach multiple classes throughout the day with 

kids five days a week, they many times spend their own 

evenings and weekends with lesson planning.  
 

These “hidden heroes” have unfortunately been isolated 

from the rest of the “normal” operations and routines at 

their home schools. However, they continue to push 

through each and every day with the task at hand of  

engaging and teaching our students in the classes.  

I sometimes get to hop onto their live meetings and see 

students from our school and others who attend other 

schools. These teachers are amazing hidden heroes as  

they connect personally with students, engage them in 

meaningful content, juggle student and family internet 

questions ... and deal with the real issues that exist among 

our students as they are just being kids. 
 

Thank you to the “hidden heroes” of Daviess County  

Public Schools. I just want you to know: We see you,  
and we appreciate you.  

Submitted by Erinn Williams 

Meadow Lands Elementary School 
 

In a world that is full of hatred, bitterness, and strife 

— I witnessed something extraordinary take place 

amongst 9-10 year old students. I utilized Google 

break out rooms, allowing students to work in small 

groups simultaneously. I have the ability to facilitate 

and pop in and out of them at random.  
 

My students worked together discussing the six  

regions of Kentucky and then in our  main session, 

they reported back to me about why I should visit 

each region. I asked each group to appoint a 

spokesperson to speak for the group.  
 

One group voted unanimously that their  

spokesperson should be a student who is still  

learning English and asked if I would accommodate 

them by allowing them to use the chat feature to  

respond. It was apparent they wanted this student to 

feel included and were supportive.  
 

They then proceeded to cheer each other on as well 

as other students as they presented.  
 

The confidence these kids possess is mind blowing. 

The sense of community is astounding. Can fourth- 

grade students run for office? We could learn so 

much from these kids!!



Let Little Caesar help make 

dinner time and holiday  

entertaining fun and easy!  

The Apollo High School  

Thespian Society is selling 

Little Caesar's Pizza Kits. 

Click HERE to place your 

order by Nov. 15. Orders will 

be shipped directly to your 

home by FedEx for this  

no-contact fundraiser! Enjoy 

delicious Little Caesar Pizza 

and breadsticks in your own 

home! Order an extra kit to keep in the freezer – perfect 

for those busy weeknight dinners, weekend meals and 

holiday entertaining. For more information, contact  

April Berry at april.berry@daviess.kyschools.us 

BMS Dance Team 

Butter Braids Sale 

The Burns Middle 

School Dance Team  

is selling Butter Braids 

in a variety of flavors. 

These delicious treats 

are $14 each and are 

perfect for holiday  

entertaining and  

special events ... or  

just to enjoy with your family! 
 

Flavors include apple pastry, Bavarian cream, blueberry 

cream cheese, cherry, cinnamon, cream cheese, caramel, 

strawberry cream cheese, and four cheese and herb.  

Learn more about these products HERE.  
 

To place your order, contact Melissa Reed at 

melissa.reed@daviess.kyschools.us  Orders and payment 

are due by Wednesday, Oct. 28, with delivery scheduled 

on Nov. 10. 

AHS Little Caesar’s 

Pizza Kits

A COVID-19 reporting dashboard is now posted on our 

district website. This page is updated twice weekly with 

information about active COVID-19 numbers for staff and 

students, recoveries and other information. Click HERE 

or go to www.dcps.org and scroll down to the “DCPS 

COVID Reporting Dashboard” header to view the  

spreadsheet, which shows numbers per DCPS school/site 

and district totals. 
 

This information is shared as part of our commitment to 

transparency and keeping you informed. For more  

information, write to contact@dcps.org

Spirit Cards 
Show your Eagle Family Spirit or your Panther Pride with 

every purchase! Apollo and Daviess County high schools 

have teamed up with German American Bank to introduce 

their newest Spirit Cards. At NO COST to you, German 

American will donate 2 cents to the high school of your 

choice every time your Spirit Card is swiped. Stop by any 

branch location to get your card today!

https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/fundraisers/support/deb168ba-e12d-420d-96ec-337545e6b92f
https://butterbraid.com/
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/covidreportdashboard#sthash.9x0NfaZq.IAAspf4d.dpbs


These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the 

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you! 

Learn more at www.moveitmonday.org 

Healthy Lifestyle 

Tip of the Week

Mary Howard has been named 2020 Kentucky Volleyball 

Coaches Association Region 3 Coach of the Year.  
 

Mary serves as head volleyball 

coach at Apollo High School, 

where she also teaches social  

studies. This is her 11th year as a 

coach and ninth as a head coach. 

She began her volleyball coaching 

career at Owensboro High School 

and also served as head coach for 

three years at Henderson County 

High School, where she won three 

district championships, two  

regional championships and was 

twice named Region 2 Coach of the 

Year before joining Apollo in 2018. During her three- 

season tenure at AHS, her teams have earned a combined 

record of 72-29. Mary was also named Region 3 KVCA 

Coach of the Year in 2018. 
 

“Being named the 2020 Region 3 Volleyball Coach of the 

Year is a tremendous honor,” Mary said. “It truly means a 

lot to receive this honor after the many challenges that the 

2020 season has presented. It would not have been  

possible this year without my assistant coaches, Taylor 

Howard and Katherine Porter; and the overwhelming  

support of my husband Alan Howard and children, Sidney 

and Lucas.” 
 

AHS athletic director Dan Crume said, “Coach Howard 

does an outstanding job with the volleyball program. 

More importantly, Mary always demonstrates the ‘Kids 

First’ philosophy of the Daviess County Public Schools 

district. She always has the student-athletes’ best interests 

at heart in all that she does.”

Howard named 

KVCA Region 3 

Coach of the Year

Mary Howard

Stress can cause physical harm to your body – and you 

might not even know about it. Avoid the nightmare! 

While it seems like stress is a normal part of life,  

continued neglect could lead to ulcers, heart disease and 

even obesity and diabetes. 
 

Start taking deep breaths, get up and take a short walk,  

or reach out to a coworker to whom you can vent your 

frustrations. The key is to acknowledge the first signs of 

stress instead of ignoring them. 
 

One way to move past stress triggers is a mindfulness  

exercise. As soon as you encounter a stressful situation, 

find a quiet place to concentrate. Picture your stress as a 

cloud passing through a blue sky. Let that cloud breeze 

away and move out of your line of sight until you see the 

sky clear. Imagine your stress being taken away by that 

cloud, away from you. 
 

Now that you’ve allowed your stress to pass, get back to 

your day. Remind yourself that you don’t have to hold on 

to stress. Being able to let go of stress one day at a time 

will help you get through the week no matter how  

stressful it is. Don’t let unmanaged stress haunt you! 

https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/destress-monday/intro-to-deep-breathing
https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/destress-monday/red-balloon-floats-away-stress


Need to Talk? 
Our EAP is here for you 

The Daviess County Public Schools district has partnered 

with Owensboro Health to provide a new employee  

assistance program for our staff. Owensboro Health EAP 

is conveniently located at the HealthPark, 1006 Ford Ave., 

with other locations in Madisonville and Greenville.  

Call the HealthPark EAP at 270-688-1547 to schedule an 

appointment for counseling in the areas of anxiety, 

chronic illness and pain, depression, drug and alcohol 

problems, marital problems, parenting concerns, stress or 

post-traumatic stress disorder. Individual, family and 

group sessions are available, and teletherapy is also  

offered. This benefit is available to contracted employees 

and their immediate household family members and  

includes up to six visits at no cost to the employee.  
 

If you or a family member are currently seeing a provider 

with Counseling Associates, you have options.  You may 

opt to transition to a new provider with Owensboro 

Health. However, Counseling Associates accepts Anthem 

insurance, and employees may choose to continue  

services with their current provider and bill insurance.

Let us help you make your 

fundraiser a success!  

Send news about special 

events and fundraisers  

sponsored by your school,  

club or organization to 

grapevine@dcps.org 

Information may also be posted on our district website on 

the Digital Backpack page; click HERE to view.

Having a Fundraiser?

Flash Sale! 
Better Together and 

Kids First Shirts

We have a limited supply of 

Better Together/#teamDCPS 

and Kids First shirts  

available for purchase. These 

shirts are grey short-sleeved 

T-shirts, Port & Co. brand 

(50% cotton/50% polyester). 

No refunds or exchanges on 

this special deal. 
 

Kids First shirts (pictured at 

left) are $5 for sizes S-XL 

and $7 for 2X, 3X and 4X. 
 

Better Together/#teamDCPS shirts (pictured above) are 

$7 for sizes S-XL and $9 for 2X, 3X and 4X. 
 

Contact Dana Boarman at Central Office for more  

information or to place your order –  

dana.boarman@daviess.kyschools.us   Cash and checks 

(payable to Daviess County Public Schools) are accepted.

Kids First 

Apparel Update 
Kids First apparel ordered from Central Screen 

Printing will be delivered the week of Nov. 9-13. 

This was our district’s second-largest overall order 

with 797 items purchased! Thank you for your  

enthusiasm in displaying our Kids First mission! 

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/Content2/backpack


Credit Union Corner

Credit Union Corner 

Continues on Next Page

REMOTE SERVICES AVAILABLE! Online Account 

Opening, Loan Applications, Remote Signatures for 

Account Changes, Remote Check Deposit and more!  

Over the past few months with our lobby closed, we have 

been thrilled with your increased use of our remote  

services! We have opened many accounts, made account 

changes, completed numerous loans, and processed re-

mote checks remotely. As things remain uncertain with 

COVID-related regulations, we want to ensure you that 

these services and the convenience they bring remain 

readily available to you. We remain experienced and  

efficient at offering remote services to our members and 

we encourage you all to make use of these capabilities. 

With the use of our electronic signatures, we are equipped 

to open accounts, make account changes, and complete 

basic loans through email and by phone. Our remote  

capture deposit makes it very easy to deposit checks from 

your mobile app as well. These remote services are  

available to you 24/7 through our website, online and  

mobile banking platforms.  

Also, if you find yourself unable to complete a change or 

fill out a form due to distance, you can now complete 

those changes from your computer or phone by accessing 

them from our website on the main page under “Account 

Forms” near the “Rates” area. Example changes include, 

but are not limited to: credit and debit card applications, 

account change forms, address changes, payroll deposits, 

loan documents and more.  

Visit www.dctfcu.com to learn more. 

Stop and Smell the Savings! 

Take advantage of our low auto rates and finance your 

new and used vehicles with us TODAY! 

Check out our Financial Wellness Center! 

Needing some extra tips and in-

formation to help you  

master your finances? We are  

excited to inform you of our new 

WELLNESS CENTER available 

on our website! This library  

includes specific in-depth  

lessons, articles, calculators, a 

nd interactive courses focused on 

helping you understand insurance, retirement, how to do 

your taxes, how to start a business, buying a house or  

vehicle, and more! 
 

Also available is the Coach course! We are SO excited 

about this course as it is designed to help you navigate 

your current finances. Through this course, you will be 

guided through understanding your debt and figuring out 

the best ways to create a budget and manage your money 

to help you get your finances back on track. 
 

We are committed to helping you feel good about your  

finances so get started today by clicking on the Financial 

Wellness Center found on our home page under the video 

or at www.dctfcu.learnbanzai.com 
 

As always, don’t forget to take advantage of the FREE  

financial literacy curriculum we sponsor through Banzai 

for YOUR classroom! There is also a Banzai Plus option 

that is available, which has proven to be extremely  

beneficial for offering real world scenarios to prepare 

older students for a lifetime of financial wellness! Sign up 

at dctfcu.teachbanzai.com today to get the materials and 

get started! 

https://dctfcu.teachbanzai.com/
https://dctfcu.learnbanzai.com/


Don’t miss out on a great rate with great rewards  

Take a break from high interest credit cards and transfer 

your balances to your DCTFCU Visa. DCTFCU offers 

our members a fixed, low-rate Platinum Visa that can be 

used for transferring all of your debt or for everyday pur-

chases! Enjoy a fixed rate as low as 7.9 percent annual 

percentage rate that also offers the chance to accumulate 

bonus point rewards on all purchases! There’s no annual 

fee, plus enjoy these additional benefits: 

n No cash advance or balance transfer fees 

n No over limit fees 

n 25-day grace period on purchases 

n Free travel accident insurance with VISA purchase  
    of common carrier tickets including a lost luggage  

    reimbursement and an auto rental collision damage  

    waiver 

Stop by the Credit Union to fill out an application and  

receive your Visa credit card!! 

Direct Deposit and Payroll Deduction  

save you time and money! 

Now is the perfect time to save! 

Sign up for DCPS Direct Deposit 

and Payroll Deduction today!  

Open as many special savings  

accounts as you need and name 

them yourself! Have your pay  

automatically deposited and  

distributed each pay period. You’ll save time and money! 

Call DCTFCU for details!

Switch to DCTFCU Checking —  

Open your account TODAY! 

Now is the time to take advantage of DCTFCU’s  

convenient checking account. If you’ve been paying high 

rates and fees at another financial institution, switch to a 

DCTFCU checking account today! 

n No Minimum Balance   n No Monthly Service Fee 

n No Per-Check Fee         n ATM Access Nationwide 

n Online Banking        n Mobile Banking 

n Bill Pay        n First Box of Checks Free 

n Direct Deposit Available n MasterCard Debit Cards  

n Duplicate Checks        n Courtesy Protection 

Continued from Previous Page

Don’t forget the Courier! 

It’s the ultimate in “social distancing.” Send 

your deposit through DCPS Courier! The 

Courier drops off and picks up mail at the 

Credit Union on Monday, Wednesday and  Friday. Be sure 

to include your account number with any information you 

send. Contact DCTFCU at 270-684-8954 or log on to 

your online account after 4 p.m. to verify receipt of your 

deposit or loan payment. 

Daviess County Teachers 

Federal Credit Union 
1900 Southeastern Parkway      270-684-8954      

www.dctfcu.com 

Drive-Through Hours 

Monday-Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

got news? 
We Want It! 

Send Information and Photos to 

grapevine@dcps.org

Take Control of How Your Debit  

and Credit Cards are Used! 

Lost your debit or credit card? Turn your card off  

instantly! Interested in receiving a “low balance” alert for 

your account? Set a low balance pop-up notification alert! 

We now offer the ability for you to control your cards,  

set control limits, spend limits, alerts and more with our 

new Card Controls functionality available in our current 

mobile app! Visit www.dctfcu.com/cardcontrols for 

more detailed information on how to access and use our 

new service! 



Wednesday, Oct. 28 

Last Day For Open Enrollment!
Please be sure to review your benefits carefully. 
 

If you are not making any changes, no response 

is required unless you are waiving medical  

coverage or electing a flexible spending  

account (FSA). 
 

Click HERE for information about: 
 

n When to review your benefits 

n How to read your check stub 

n Where benefits overlap and how to compare 

n State benefit changes 

n Full-length state benefit guide and who to  

     contact for state benefit questions 

n How to enroll online (KHRIS/State) 

n DCPS Cafeteria Plan guide 

n How to review benefits and enroll in the  

     DCPS Cafeteria Plan  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ar_PhP1cy6Ict34AyjK_GhrzOuGb6LklhjW40VcnSvk/edit#slide=id.p



